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William H. Foote: America's First
African-American Federal Law Enforcement

Officer Killed in the Line of Duty
December 29,1883—Yazoo City, Mississippi

By Barbara Osteika
ATF Historian

A Buried Injustice

In a series of newspaper articles from across
the country dated December 25, 1883, to
January 5, 1884, a "Terrible Tragedy in
Yazoo" was being reported;
three White men killed, eight
African-American men

charged and jailed and one
gunned down by a posse as he
defied arrest. Then, four of the

eight African-Americans were
lynched in jail by a mob.

Among those lynched was
Deputy Collector William H.
Foote of the U.S. Department
of Treasury's Bureau of Inter
nal Revenue (BIR). Deputy Badge most likely
collectors are the predecessors CoHector Foote
of today's ATF special agents.* With Foote
not appearing on ATF's Memorial Wall or
the National Law Enforcement Officers Me

morial (NLEGM), the recovery process was
initiated for a fallen officer killed in the line

of duty.

The result is not only one of ATF's most
unique and tragic stories of the mid- to late-
1800s, but also one of national significance.
William H. Foote is the earliest African-

American federal law enforcement officer to

be reported to the NLEGM, making him
America's first African-American federal

law enforcement officer to be killed in the

line of duty.

During this formative period of law enforce
ment, the Bureau of Customs, U.S. Mar-
shalls and BIR employed a number of Afri
can-Americans after the Civil War and be

yond. Primary sources, such as deputy col
lector office records of that

time period, are scant at the
National Archives. How

ever, through old and new
books, archived newspaper
articles, genealogical data
bases and various online

government records, along
with the help of historical
center researchers, there
now is a better understand

ing of not only William H.
Foote and the circum-

worn by Deputy stances surrounding his

tragic death, but also of the

era in which he served.

The Courageous Yazooan
From Vicksburg

As described in the book. The Yazoo River,
by Frank E. Smith, most of the early settlers
in Yazoo County, Mississippi, followed,
though not exclusively, a usual pattern of
migration: the parents were bom in the sea
board southern states, the older children in
Tennessee or Alabama and the youngest in
Mississippi. The Foote family followed a
similar pattern; William's father hailed from

Foote, continued on page 3



Foote, continued from page 1

Virginia, his mother from Alabama and William was
bom in Vicksburg, Mississippi, on June 27, 1843. In
the 1850 census for Vicksburg, the Foote family-
father David, mother Millie and son William—was
living in the home of David's parents, Billie and
Kitty Foote. William's father was a barber, his
grandfather worked as a drayman and the family
lived as part of Vicksburg's free Black community.
In The Emergence of the Cotton Kingdom in the Old
Southwest: Mississippi. 1770-1860, by John Hebron
Moore, William Foote's grand
mother, Kitty Foote was said to I "
have owned 11 of her own slaves, J
and she was the wealthiest free ^
Black woman in Vicksburg in 1856.
In the 1860 federal census in Vicks-
burg, her total wealth is listed as
$1,700, the equivalent of approxi- ^ 1
mately $40,000 today. At the start I
of the Civil War the following year, " / ̂  j
William Foote was 19 years old. ^

He was rumored to have served in M I
the Confederate army, but his name I W-.CBI
appears neither among the Confed- I |
erate nor Union military records at
the National Archives in Washing- Ptf ■
ton, D.C. In the summer of 1876, in The hostility an
Jackson, Mississippi, as part of a byRevenuersa
congressional inquiry into the vio- effigyVf^^eai
lence of the 1875 elections in Mis

sissippi, testimony was taken from
various officials and citizens, including Foote: "...I
was away from there [Vicksburg] during the war,"
was Foote's response to a question about his resi
dence. When asked, "Where were you during the
war?" Foote responded, "In Virginia, in the army."
The Confederacy did not approve the official enroll
ment of slaves into the army until one month before
the Civil War ended. However, early in the war,
throughout the south, at local and state levels, or
ganizations of free African-Americans were al
lowed to engage in military service, in addition to
the large numbers of slaves who were impressed
into laboring units. As a free African-American,
Foote may have done just that: joined an organiza
tion of free Blacks who then attached themselves to

a state militia unit or, quite possibly, a Confederate
army unit.

William Foote was said to have attended Oberlin

College in Ohio. The period after the Civil War and

The hostility and danger encountered
by Revenuers and, after 1920, Dry
Agents is demonstrated by a burning
effigy of a Treasury Agent.

before his arrival in Yazoo City is the most probable
timeframe that he could have attended. In A History of
Recording Black Students at Oberlin College and the
Story of the Missing Record, by Roland M. Bauman,
Oberlin College Archivist, "a record of black non-
graduates, from 1862 to 1899, existed only for those
who held a scholarship." Nevertheless, the archives of
fice at Oberlin College performed an exhaustive search
only to discover that no records exist for William.

Foote arrived in Yazoo City permanently sometime
around 1867. At some point, he married a native Missis-

sippian and had three children. In 1869,
I  the military governor of Mississippi,
I  General Adelbert Ames, made sure

countless civil positions were filled by
I  qualified individuals as quickly as possi

ble. General Ames appointed Foote as
the Constable of Yazoo City, and a cita
tion later noted that he carried out his

duties with courage and discretion.
Foote was fully capable of dealing with
confrontations and did not hesitate to

defend himself. One young man report
edly set out to teach Foote a lesson—
apparently trying to diminish his author-

I  ity—and was thrashed by Foote. Foote
J  became a well-know figure among

Yazoo City's creme of society who all
)er encountered . \ c .. ui >
er 1920 Dry notice of the young constables
ed by a burning audacious activity, and some wondered

aloud where he came from.

By the election of November 1869, the first one in which

Yazooans were able to fully participate, Foote ran for
office on the Republican Party's ticket. He was a new
comer but did not flinch when campaigning, despite the
very violent and hostile crowds through which he navi
gated. He was fully composed, articulate and able to
greet friends with cheer. The local Democratic Party
pulled out the stops to win the election, and they handed
out pork and flour, threw clothes and sometimes even
money to the crowd to sway the African-American vote.
At every turn, Foote campaigned—moving rapidly from
one town to another—attempting to return African-
American voters to the Republican fold.

In one tremendous effort, Foote mounted a horse and
rode to the site where 400 voters had been stopped as
they traveled to the polling place by Henry Dixon and
his gang, well-known throughout the town as trouble
some instigators. Upon Foote's arrival at Peak Tenariffe,
Dixon threatened to kill Foote if he interfered, but Foote
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was fearless and rallied the crowd to their senses by
reminding them of the importance of the new state
constitution's validity to both their freedoms and their
former masters. The voters followed Foote to town,
unobstructed, and voted.

White voters were so incensed by Foote's political
triumphs that they massed and confronted Foote and a
group of freedmen. A potential threat of extreme vio
lence developed between the two sides. Foote and his
followers would not stand down, and neither would
they stop talking. At close range, both groups drew
pistols ready for "the ball to commence," the era's
reference to the start of violence. Only the arrival of
Charles Morgan—Sheriff Albert Morgan's brother,
who intervened between the two sides—de-escalated

the developing standoff. Both groups put down their
guns, and the town's election was won by the Repub
licans.

Foote moved up in the world, becoming a member of
the Mississippi legislature representing Yazoo County
from 1870 to 1871, while simultaneously holding the
position of town marshal, and then eventually becom
ing the town's circuit clerk.

Foote sometimes found himself at political odds and
often in the mix with the general violence that perme
ated the town's politics. In 1873, Foote was an advo
cate for a political party formed by "Southerners and
African-Americans" to the complete exclusion of
"Northerners," and as such campaigned for a Democ
rat named Milliard who was running for re-election as
sheriff. Milliard was decidedly beaten in the Novem
ber election but refused to vacate the sheriffs office

to make room for the newly elected sheriff, Albert
Morgan, to take over. This stand-off went on until
January 1874, when the newspaper exclaimed that the
"ball had opened," referring to the violent event that
finally settled the transfer of the office. While Milliard
was away, Morgan's deputies secured the sheriffs
office and waited to see how Milliard would react to

the forcible takeover of the property. Milliard fumed
when he heard what had happened, and along with his
supporters, one of whom was Foote, set off to take
back the sheriffs office. Upon arrival, Milliard and
his friends broke the door down, and when Milliard

fired a shot into the office, a shot from inside was
fired back, and Milliard was killed. Sheriff Albert
Morgan moved into his new office and braced himself
to handle the mounting political strife between De
mocrats and Republicans in 1874 Yazoo City, Missis
sippi.

This Navy Colt.36 pistol (right) was the gun of choice for
moons/j/ners and ruffians warring with Deputy Collectors. By
the late 1870s, the moonshiners had become so violent to
wards alcohol tax enforcers that the U.S. Government Ord

nance Department issued Springfield breech loading single-
shot rifles (top and left) to Collectors for distribution among
their Deputy Collectors for enforcement operations. These
rifles were also known as "Trapdoor Springfields." The pic
tured rifle and pistol are part of the ATF Firearm Reference
Library. Photos by Ron Davis, Equipment Speciaiist, ATF's
Firearms Technoiogy Branch

Foote was no stranger to gunfire when on September 2,
1875, while attending a speech given by Yazoo County
Sheriff Albert Morgan at Wilson's Hall, Democratic
instigators provoked the crowd and a melee broke out.
Foote was shot and injured while another attendee was
killed. The Yazoo Banner blared; "A Riot in Yazoo
City—The Natural Result of Radical Teaching."
Nearly a week later, The Yazoo City Democrat reported
that W.H. Foote was "still suffering from the wound."

In 1876, Foote was appointed a city or county Deputy
Delinquent Tax Collector. By 1877, Foote decided he
would enter the race for sheriff of Yazoo City. Foote
campaigned as an independent candidate but lost to the
Democratic candidate.

On Duty—The Violent Deputy Collector Era

The Deputy Collector Era, which lasted from 1862 un
til 1919, was named for the deputy collectors—or
Revenuers, as they were primarily known—who en
forced the nation's federal liquor revenue laws. On July
1, 1862, the U.S. Congress created the BIR. White and
African-American special agents, collectors, deputy
collectors, assessors, gaugers and storekeeper-gaugers
faced stiff anti-Revenuer sentiment. Yet, the BIR was
far from being an integrated bureau, and African-
American personnel also contended with racial animos
ity inside the ranks as well as racial violence in the
communities to which they were assigned.
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According to federal census records and official
registers of government employees, Foote served as
a deputy collector assigned to Yazoo City from 1880
until his death in 1883. James Hill, the BIR collector
assigned to Jackson, Mississippi—also African
American—would have personally appointed Foote,
as it was standard practice in the BIR for all collec
tors to hire their own deputy collectors. Foote was
known in Yazoo City for his "dignified manner and
his refusal to defer slavishly to whites."

In an 1882 report. General Green B. Raum, BIR
Commissioner, related the facts of an investigation
into the violence being faced across the country by
his force of Revenuers and other federal officials
such as the U.S. Marshals and U.S. Army soldiers.
By the report's own admission, the Treasury Depart
ment did not keep records of dead and wounded
personnel from 1862 until 1875. However, records
indicate that until 1882 there were a total of 25 dead
and wounded, which included informers, some of
them African-Americans, who assisted Revenuers
in the field.

Raum also stated, "...I have authorized collectors to
employ a temporary force to aid the regular deputies
in policing their divisions and seizing illicit distiller
ies, and found it necessary to provide many collec
tors with guns from the Ordinance Department of
the government to enable them to arm their deputies
for self-defense."

On Duty—Yazoo
City

Yazoo City was a
river town, and the

Yazoo River was a

key mode of transpor-
tation used by the
area's planters when
taking their cotton to .-f \ '
market in Memphis,
Vicksburg and New This lithograph of the Whiskey i
Orleans before and Historic Archives) depicts the n

after the Civil War.

On the return trip, the steamboats brought Yazoo
City's merchants and farmers various goods, and
that included liquor.

Deputy Collector Foote's duties involved collecting
the revenue from liquor wholesalers and retailers.
By the 1870s, there were about 41 liquor stores and
saloons in Yazoo City, a town of fewer than 2,500

This lithograph of the Whiskey Rebellion of 1794 ("courtesy of the A TF
Historic Archives) depicts the mob mentality toward government officials.

people, and many of the businesses were known to have
had on hand a steady supply of liquor for their custom
ers. In 1877, it cost a dollar to ship a barrel of whiskey
from Vicksburg to Yazoo City.

Even before the Civil War, steamer manifests included
liquor such as "very superior old bourbon Mononga-
hela," to barrels of "copper distilled whiskey." After the
war, steamers working strictly as trade boats on the
Yazoo River carried kegs of beer in addition to other
merchandise. The bigger steamboats known as palace
steamers, or show boats, traversed the rivers of the
Delta, including the Mississippi, touting bars stocked
with assorted alcohol to include wine. It was a common
business practice for steamboat owners to sell liquor
through onboard barroom concessions.

The Kate Adams, one of the most famous steamboats in
the Delta, had liquor, gambling, bands and dancing. The
Yazoo River boats, steamboats of a smaller tonnage,
may not always have had a bar, but they almost always
had an abundant amount of whiskey on hand for the
crew and passengers.

Shielding A Man From A "Whipping"

By 1883, Foote's reputation, not only as a Revenuer but
also as a community leader, was becoming legendary.
He was respected for his brave enforcement of the rule
of law. But racial tensions continued to threaten Yazoo

City as well as all of Mississippi. John T. Posey was a
merchant who, with a partner named Williams, ran a

boot and shoe store

toned honorable gen-
tleman." His father

famed Confed-

General Camot

Posey. But on

■' Christmas Eve 1883,
•  • - I Posey decided to
lion of 1794 (courtesy of the ATF find a certain Afri-
entality toward government officials. can-American

named John James
and "whip" him. This fact is uncontested in all of the
written literature. What will never be known is why
Posey decided to take matters into his own hands. Writ
ten accounts of the time allude to several possible per
ceived slights: a contest over the "smiles of a belle" at a
Yazoo City African-American ball, a verbal insult or a
barroom brawl. Nothing is known for certain.
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Formal letter dated May 10, 1866, (center) from the Freedmens Bureau Sub Commissioner
states, "...Complaint having been made by Adaiine Cooper (colored) that you have
v/hipped [sic][and otherwise abused her, 1 respectfully inform you that such conduct is
contrary to law and that you are liable to be arrested and punished..." Returns (left) for
the annual report of the Attorney General for Mississippi—Customs, Internal Revenue,
and the Post Office case statistics for 1872. In a letter dated 1876 (right), a U.S. Marshal
reports, "whites armed marched through county... killed one colored man, hung and
whipped two others, seriously injured one....determined colored people shall not vote
Republican ticket."

Whipping, beating and lynching were typically the
most common forms of violence towards African-

Americans. Since the end of the Civil War, govern
ment officials—such as Freedmen Bureau agents,
U.S. Army officers and soldiers, U.S. Marshalls, U.S.
Secret Service operatives. Department of Justice ex
aminers and U.S. District Attorneys—all attempted to
enforce civil rights laws and the enforcement acts by
arresting and prosecuting perpetrators of these ac
tions. A whipping for an African-American in 1883
constituted an aggravated assault at minimum—at
worst it was a murder.

While Foote was attending Christmas Eve church
services, someone interrupted the services to alert
Foote that John Posey was about to whip John James.
Like so many times before, Foote didn't hesitate
when called to protect the rights and lives of African-
Americans in Yazoo City. With total disregard for his
own life, but carrying the inherent responsibility of
someone who has been known as a man of the law, he
rushed into town to intervene. Deputy Collector Foote
placed himself between a White mob that included
John Posey, Carnot Posey and Jasper Nichols and the
African-American John James.

All were armed, and despite the protestations from
Revenuer Foote, John Posey was determined to
avenge his honor. By then, a group of African-
Americans had gathered around Foote in a show of
force. It is impossible to say with certainty what hap
pened next. Again, there are conflicting accounts, but

what is certain is that once the gunfire had ended, the
two Posey brothers and Jasper Nichols were dead, and
Foote had suffered a blow to the head by either a stick
or the end of a revolver. The Chicago Daily Tribune on
January 2, 1884, printed, "...it is evident that the
Posey's and their friends were the aggressors and
brought about their own destruction." The Yazoo Senti
nel on December 27, 1883, reported an opposing senti
ment; "One of the most cold-blooded unmitigated, pre
meditated pieces of assassination that ever occurred...
by which three men in the prime and vigor of young
manhood were shot down like dogs..."

John James lived long enough to flee but was later
gunned down by a posse attempting to arrest him.
Foote and seven other African-Americans were

charged with the murders of the three White men. All
were arrested and placed in the Yazoo City jail.

The Lynch Mob: "Give Us That
Deputy Collector Foote"

Shortly after the killing of the Posey brothers and Nich
ols, Foote and three other African-Americans were

indicted as principles of the murder by a coroner's jury.
During a Christmas Day citizens' meeting, town folk
stated a belief that "the law of self-preservation was
higher than the rule of law." They resolved that "unless
some example was made of the guilty parties there
would be deadly consequences to their community."
This did not bode well for the rule of law as more and
more armed men began gathering in town from other
parts of the county.

IrC'
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Four nights later, on December 29, inside the Yazoo
City jail. Deputy Collector William H. Foote
awaited trial, along with the three other men—
Robert Swayzee, Richard Gibbs and Micajah Parker.
In town the well-armed mob was marching towards
the jail. They broke through the gate of the fence
surrounding the jail. As the mob entered the jail-
house, James A. Barksdale, a member of the legisla
ture, bravely pleaded with them to "let the law have
its course." He invoked the name of former Sheriff

Taylor, who was a respected stalwart member of
Yazoo City society, and the name of the mother of
the two dead Posey brothers, Mrs. Jane Posey, who
had been speaking against allowing any more vio
lence to take place. But to no avail. The mob carried
out its intentions, and the rest is history: four more
African-American men were lynched. The methods
used by lynch mobs were not only hanging, but also
included shooting, beating and buming. There was
no buming that night.

As the mob moved towards the room where Foote

was being held, they were screaming, "Give us that
Deputy Collector, Foote!" First through the door
was the young man who earlier had attempted to
diminish Foot's authority in 1869. And again, Foote
thrashed him. But Foote was outnumbered, and
down to the bitter end. Deputy Collector Foote—
head wound still bandaged—fought, it was said,
"like a tiger," until the mob shot several bullets into
his head.

Honored

Deputy Collector Foote's body was recovered, and
the funeral service was held at the Bethel African

Methodist Episcopal (AME) Church in Yazoo City
under the guard of armed White men. His final rest
ing place is in a church cemetery in Vicksburg; un
fortunately, the church's name was not clearly re
corded.

An article in The Chicago Daily Tribune of January
2, 1884, concluded that with Foote and others now
dead, there was no chance for the tmth ever to be
known. Extrajudicial killings have that effect. How
ever, we can recognize today the principle for which
Foote gave his life: basic civil rights. The protection
of those rights was something Foote had to fight for
his entire life, and something the nations' first civil
rights laws of 1866 touched upon, but, unfortu
nately, the laws were not enforced until 1964. Pro
tecting someone's civil rights was outside the charge

of any federal revenue deputy collector, but Foote did
just that, on principle. Hopefully, his life is at last recon
ciled with the honor that is afforded to all other fallen

law enforcement officers. ATF will be nominating Foote
for the ATF Memorial Wall at the ATF National Head

quarters Building as well as to the National Law En
forcement Officers Memorial, both in Washington, D.C.

Upon his death, Deputy Collector Foote was survived
by his wife, Mattie J. Foote, and their children—sons
Willie and Joseph and daughter Mattie.

Footnotes

*Deputy Collectors are believed to be direct foremnners
of today's special agents because their duties were to
enforce federal tax laws. They collected tax from li
censed wholesale and retail distilleries, seized illicit dis
tilleries and moonshine products and arrested and prose
cuted tax violators. In 1934, after Prohibition was re
pealed, agents resumed the responsibilities of pre-1920
deputy collectors under the title of investigators and
special agents. After 1879, deputy collectors were
armed by collectors, and there is evidence that they car
ried badges. Two deputy collectors from the same era
with the same job series and responsibilities are already
honored on the NLEOM walls as fallen law enforcement

officers.

**Special thanks to the Triangle Cultural Center in
Yazoo City, Mississippi, which was instrumental in pro
viding a copy of a key article, entitled, "Foote and
Yazoo Politics 1869 to 1883," written by Dr. Bettye
Gardner in 1982, then an undergraduate. Dr. Gardner is
now an accomplished and well-respected African-
American historian, professor and mentor. She is also
the grandniece of William H. Foote. I had the pleasure
of speaking with her in Washington, D.C., earlier this
year.

***A major resource for information on Foote was writ
ten by former Yazoo County Sheriff Albert Morgan in
his book titled, Yazoo or, On the Picket Line of Freedom
in the South.

***Also thanks to ATF Special Agent Robert J. Haar of
Jackson, Mississippi, who helped track down documen
tation on Deputy Collector Foote, and to Carla E.
Young, senior counsel in ATF's Field Operations direc
torate, who helped me better understand the rule of law
in the 1800s. ||
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A MISSISSIPPI CHRISTMAS

THREE WHITE MEN AND TWO NE
GROES MURDERED.

YAZOO OiTY'S "WAR OF RACES, "WHICH ITS

CITIZENS FORMALLY RESOLVE HAS NO

POLITICAL SIGNIFICANCE,

New-Orleans, Dec, 25,—^Inforination has
been received here of the killing of three white
men and one negro in Yazoo City, Miss., all the
result of overdoing the Christmas holidays. The
particulars, as far as can be learned, are as loi-
lows: Last night, while John Posey, a butcher,
was passing a barber's shop near the Post Office,«
he was insulted by John* James, (colored.) Posey
went away and got several of his friends and
started back.^ In the meantime, the negroes
organized, annbd themselves with shot-guns and
placed themselves in the shop. When Posey and
his friends got to the comer they met William.
Poote, who also insulted]Posey,3and they got into
a fuss, but it was so dai'k that they could
hardly see each other. At the first shot
the negToes killed two of the Poseys,
John and Corneil, and a man named
Nicholls, about 18 years of age and a son of Capt.
Nicholls. The whites would not shoot for fear of

people. No negroes were
kuled, but 1 pote was hurt by a blow with a club.
This morning a party went out to the
slaughter-house and found. John James, the
originally offending negro, who was armed
and who fired three shots at them.
They killed him, Foote and two other negroes
are in jail. Ed Dreiining, a lawyer, is in jail with

^d declares he will defend them
With his life. Fntz Hoi den was shot and badly

Henry Elleft, in the melee last
nighb. The citizens held a meeting at theCourt-

noon to-day, to
determine the course to be pui*sued. It resulted

instruct the Mayor to an-
1 St' purely personal and

^^9 political significance. Late advices state

with being responsible for tlie death
of three prominent citizens.

Sl^eSCettrjlorkSinteisi
Published: December 26,1883

Copyright © The New York Times
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2 TIE TRAGEDY /lY YAZOO CITY.
Yazoo City, Miss,, Dec. The Coro

ner's jury ill the case of the tuurder^by shootiiig*
of John G. Posoy, Carnot Posey, and Jasper
jNicholls on the 3*l:th inst. have returned a verdict
of willful murder asruinst Rob Swayze, Mieajiih
Parker, Henry Schoiiler, Richard Gibbs, Octavi^
us Thomas, and Wlliiam H. Foote as principals,
and Emanuel Stevens, Lewis Caster, Mitehol
Brooks, Jr., Jim Gibbs, and Ras Kelly as accesso
ries, All the accused parties are negroes, and
thciT ai'e all under arrest except JBmanuel Stevens.

Published: December 29, 1883

Copyright © The New York Times
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ATI; - From the Archives - A Buried Injustice: Deputy Collector Wil... http://www.atf.gov/about/history/william-henderson-foote.html

ATF
Bureau ofAlcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives

FIREARMS EXPLOSIVES ARSON ALCOHOL & TOBACCO LIBRARY ABOUT

CONTACT tSory » William Henderson Foote.html

CAREERS

A BURIED INJUSTICE: DEPUTY COLLECTOR WILLIAM HENDERSON FOOTE, ATF'S LEGACY
TREASURY AGENT, KILLED IN THE LINE OF DUTY, DECEMBER 29,1883, YAZOO CITY,

MISSISSIPPI

Recovery of a FaUen Hero

ATF has recently discovered that during the mid to late 1800s, as many as 40 deputy collectors were ^|H
killed in the line of duty while serving with the Department of Treasury's Bureau of Internal Revenue \ ^9
(SIR), one of ATF's legacy agencies. While most were killed by well-armed moonshiners, one was not. -- I 'I
Deputy Collector Wlliam Henderson Foote, an African-American, was lynched by a mob on December i^^W- W5%. f
29, 1883, in Yazoo City, Mississippi. Four days earlier, Foote had intervened to save a fellow Yazooan j' ,-'.J
from a lynching which resulted in three White men killed, and Foote and 10 other African-American men
jailed and subsequently charged in their deaths. The Yazooan whom Foote tried to prevent from being -■*— •'rjn
lynched was pursued by a posse and gunned down.

k  '''mmFor over a week, newspapers from across the country reported on the "Temble Tragedy in Yazoo." yet ^9
the BIR's official annual report, the venue for reporting line of duty deaths, made no mention of its federal
officer's death. One hundred and twenty eight years after his death, archived newspaper articles,
scholarly articles, books, government reports, and genealogical databases, along with Foote family
history passed down through 4 generations have all come together to tell the story of Deputy Collector
Foote, killed in the line of duty, defending the rule of law in protection of a citizen's basic civil rights.

ATF's Historical Deputy Collector Era wmiam Henderson Foote

ATFs Deputy Collector Era lasted from 1862 until 1919, and was named for the deputy coliectorsor Revenuers, as they were known by the public,who enforced
the Nation's liquor revenue laws. On July 1, 1862, the U.S. Congress created the ATF. This Treasury Bureau was staffed not only with special agents,
collectors, deputy collectors, and assessors concerned primarify with enforcement of liquor tax laws and the collection of liquor taxes but also with inspectors
gaugers and storekeepers who regulated the production of alcohol at distilleries and breweries.

ATF, far from being an integrated bureau, employed a significant number of AfricanAmericans, though they had to contend with racial animosity within the
ranks, as wed as racial violence in the communities to which they were assigned.

In an 1882 report. General Green B. Raum, ATF Commissioner, related the evidence from an investigation into the violence being faced across the country by
his force of Revenuers and other federal officials such as the U.S. Marshals and U.S. Army soldiers, including government informants. The violence was so
rampant that Raum found it necessary to authorize, 'coilectors to employ a temporary force to aid the regular deputies in policing their divisions and seizing
illicit distilleries," and to issue "many collectors with guns from the Ordinance Department of the government to enable them to arm their deputies for
self-defense."

Foote - The Early Years

The Foote family followed a general migration pattern of most early settlers into Mississippi. William's father hailed from Vrginia, his mother from Alabama, and
Wlliam was born June 27, 1843, in Vicksburg, Mississippi. In the 1850 Vicksburg census, the Foote family lived as part of the city's free Black community, his
father, David, a barber, and his mother Miliie a homemaker. They resided in the home of Wlliam's paternal grandparents, Bidie and Kitty Foote, he a drayman
and she a well-known midwife. Kitty Foote was considered the wealthiest free Black woman in Vicksburg; in the 1860 Vicksburg federal census her total wealth
is listed as $1,700, the equivalent of approximately $40,000 today.

At the start of the Civil V\^r the following year, Wlliam Foote, at 19, entered the military; however, on which side he served remains unsettled. Despite the lore
suggesting that it was the Confederate Army, Foote's own testimony provides the biggest clue. In Jackson, Mississippi, in the summer of 1876, as part of a
Congressional inquiry into the violence of the Mississippi 1876 elections, Foote was among various officials and citizens who testified. During his official
testimony, Foote gave his background, stating, "I was away from there [Vcksburg] during the war," And when asked, "Where were you during the war"?" Foote
responded, "in Virginia, in the army,"

Wth the end of the Cwl V^r, the promise of a new path for African-Americans was buttressed by the nation's fi rst civil rights legislation of 1886. Foote is
thought to ave a ended Oderlin College in Ohio, and around 1867, he settled down in Yazoo City. Along the way, he married a native Mississippian named
Mattie, who bore him three children. / a /. pk

The Courageous Yazooan

in 1869 during the period of Reconstruction, the military governor of Mississippi, General Adelbert Ames, charged with filling numerous civil positions with
qualified individuals, appointed Foote as the Constable of Yazoo City. A citation later noted" he carried out his duties with courage and discretion,"

Foote was rather adept at handling confrontations, never hesitating to defend himself. In one account, a young man who reportedly set out to teach Foote a
lesson, apparently trying to dirninish his authority as constable, was instead, "thrashed" by the powerful Foote, Foote soon became a well-known figure among
the citizens of Yazoo City who took notice of the young constable's audacious activity.
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