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Midway Baptist observes 50th anniversary
ThThe Midway Baptist Church,

Benton, observed its 50th an
niversary Sept. 15. The service began
at 10 a.m. with the welcome given by
the pastor, the Rev. Joe Wehunt.

Approximately 100 people were
present for this occasion.

The congregation was led in song
service by George Davis, followed by
the prayer. The two charter mem
bers of the church, Mrs. Minnie Hood
Hasty and Mrs. Verlie Malone
Knight, were recognized by the
church.

William Henry Jones presented the
church with a black and brass plaque
in memory of the former pastors and
deacons who had died. They were
S.L. Couch, Van B. Hill, J.C. Brown,
I.D. Malone Sr., T.P. Luby Sr.,
Robert Ward, David Saxton, Robert
Chisolm, S.R, Ricks and Dudley
Carter.

The first former pastor's wife, Mrs.
Grace Couch of Anguilla, played
"Blessed Redeemer" and "Amazing
Grace" on the piano.

Virgil Luby introduced the
speakej, Tommy Varnado of
gogulasa, La. He ..'ched from 11
Chronhles 7:10 and titled his
messagj, "Important Moments in
History."

Nadine Wehunt played and sang
"Farther Along."

Lester Davis of Yazoo City read
Hebrews 10:22-25.

Several specials were song by the
following- Mrs. Effie (Grandma)
Luby 2nd her eight children, Grady,George and Lester Davis, Dot

A lunch was then served in the
fellowship hall of the church.

The congregation assembled in the
sanctuary at 1:30 p.m. with prayer
led by Herbert Hood.

"Precious Memories," was then
played by Grace Couch. As ail the
church members stood together,
William H. Jones read the church
covenant. Dot Malone sang "One Day
At A Time."

The church history from Sept. 15,
1934 through Sept. .15, 1980 was read
by the church clerk, Billy Saxton.

Virgil Luby introduced the
speaker, Dan Malone of Benton. He
preached his sermon from I Peter
1:24-25, and titled his sermon, "The
Word of the Lord Endureth
Forever."

As the day came to an end, there
were testimonies and fellowship.

History of Midway Baptist Church
The Midway Baptist Church was

organized on Sunday, Sept. 15,1934 at
1:45 p.m.

Zion Missionary Baptist Church of
Anguilla extended an arm to
organize. S.M. Crocker and S.I.
Couch served as the presbytery with
S.jVI- Crocker as the moderator and
S.L. Couch as the clerk.

Those entering into the
organization by letter and statement
were Mr. and Mrs. J.L. Hood, Pierce
Luby, Mr. and Mrs. Robert Ward,
Mrs. Verlie Luby Malone, Mr. and
Mrs. H.C. Hood and Mr. and Mrs.
W.H. Hood.

On Nov. 25,1934 the church met to
Malone 2nd Janet Ward and Tom and decide on building the church
poris Luby. The morning service was building. There was a unanimous
closed with prayer. vote to accept the land deeded to the

church by W.S. Waters and the
church was to be known as the
Midway Baptist Church,

S.L, Couch was called as the pastor
on March 17, 1935. On March 24,1935
Sunday school was organized,

The first revival was held Aug.. 18-
25, 1935 with A.T. Powers of Ham
burg, Ark. as the evangelist. Twenty-
two people joined the church, 14 on
professional faith, six by letter and
two by statement.

On May 28, 1937 Monroe Eldridge
was licensed to preach and ordained
c. "cb. 25, 1940.ww. t-w, iw>-xv.

preach April 16, 1950.
S.R. ;iicks and Grady Davis were

orduirnd as deacons in August 1955.
Virgij Luby surrendered to preach

on Dec„4,1955 and was ordained Jan.
15, 195fc

On Aiig. 5,1956, the church voted to
build tew modern out-houses.

On {,ept. 3, 1961, the Rev. J.C.
Rrowi) the pastor, accepted the
positito as full-time pastor. R.V.
Luby filled the pulpit during his
^bs8nc8

On \ug 30, 1964, Lester Davis,
Herbe-t Hood and William Henrynerue-t Boou

The first Lord's Supper to be ob- JonesVere ordained as deacons.
served was on Sept. 5, 1937. The
church ordained its first deacons on
Jan. 16, 1938 which were Dave
Saxton, Robert Ward and T.P. Luby
Sr. S.L. Couch served as pastor from
1934-1938.

The Rev. J.M. Stringer was called
as pastor Dec. 4,1938 and seved until
Dec. 1,1940, In January 1939 a cistern

Due to sickness and death of Mrs.J.C. grown, Sedell Baldwin and
Virgil r nbv filled the pulpit May 1965
throujlh July 1963.

The Midway Missionary Baptist
ChuTci extended an arm to the Yazoo
Misskn On Sept. 27,1969 at 2:30 p.m.
the mission was organized, with the
Rev jack Richardson serving aswas dug at the church. The Ladies missionary pastor. The church was

Auxiliary was organized on Feb. 19, know-,, as the Yazoo Missionary
1939 and held on the first and third Baptjrt Church, which is now the
Thursday afternoon at 2 p.m. The
Men's Brotherhood was organized on
April 1, 1939 and was held on Wed
nesday night twice a month at 7 p.m.

The State Association was held at
Midway on Oct. 19, 1940. In January

Westwood Baptist Church, Yazoo
City

Da,, Malone surrendered to preach
on Aig 20, 1969 and was licensed in'
October 1969.

to the Rev. J.C. Brown's1941, the Rev. Boyd held the services. lllne.W Dan Malone and Virgil Luby
The Rev. S.L. Couch was called «\s fillg^ Jpe pulpit from 1969 through

Mar^h 1970.
On June 6, 1971, the Rev. J.C.

RroM p resigned his position as pastor
due lo failing health. He had served

pastor Feb. 8, 1941 through Dec. 13,
1942.

On April 5, 1952, the Rev. Y.C.
Edwartte was licensed to preach and

Midway Baptist Church

was expelled because of heresy.
(Jn Aug. 23, 1942, at 3 p.m. Midway

Missionary Baptist Church extended
an arm to organize a church in the
Scotland community which is today
Scotland Baptist Church, Bentonia.

The Rev. V.B. Hill of Wiggins was
called as pastor on Dec. 13, 1942
through December 1945.

July 29,1945 I.D. Malone Sr. and
Dudley Carter were ordained as
deacons.

The following filled the pulpit from
December 1945 through March 3,
1946: J.C. Brown, Clarence Guy,
Gene Guy, Carl Sullivan, Johnny
Stonecycer, Gene Creel, Luther
Johnston, Bro, Williams of Wiggins
and Bro. O'Neal.

The Rev. V.B. Hill was called as
pastor on Sept. 1, 1946, as part-time
pastor and released Oct. 1, 1949.

On Oct. 16, the Rev. J.C. Brown
was called as pastor through Sept. 4,
1960, at which time he was called only
half time.

In March 1952, Robert Chisolm
joined the church by letter and was
recognized as a deacon. The Rev.
Luther Johnston was licensed to

for 22 years.
The Rev. John Holtzclaw served as

pastor Aug. 1, 1971 through Sept. 2,
1973.

The Rev. Tommy Varnado served
as pastor Dec. 23, 1973 through Sept.
12, 1976.

Midway Missionary Baptist
Church extended an arm to the
Liberty Baptist Church Mission at
Boyle on Nov. 2, 1975. The Rev. Neil
Quick served as mission pastor. In
October 1976 the Rev. Jimmy Daniel
was accepted as mission pastor.

The Rev. Harold Johnston served
as pastor, Dec. 19, 1976 through
March 10, 1979.

The Rev. Dan Malone served as
pastor April 8, 1979, through May 4,
1983.

Keith Ward surrendered to preach
and the church licensed him on April
8, 1979.

Richard McCuan surrendered to
preach April 26, 1981, and was
licensed on May 6, 1981. Tom Luby
and Lester Irwin were recognized as
deacons on April 7, 1982.

On May 14, 1983, the Liberty
Mississionary Baptist Church, Boyle,
was organized into a New Testament
Church at 2 p.m.

On June 29, 1983, the Rev. Joe
Wehunt was called and is now ser
ving as pastor.

There are 245 members on the
church roll. The two charter mem
bers that are present today are Verlie
Malone Knight and Minnie Mae Hood
Hasty.

e following are some of the older
members: Mrs. T.P. Luby Sr., Mrs.
Molly Eldridge, Mre. Liila Saxton,
Mrs. Josie Rook, Mrs. Lonnie Rushe,
Milton Amrine and J.A. Woods.

.  During the past 50 years, many
things have changed-such as the
church building-the first that stood
on the hill between Pierce Cross
Roads and Midway (the new church)
was a wood board structure, with
hand-made wood pews with coal
heater and kerosene lights. Bat-
pismal services were held at near-by
ponds and cre^.

The building was remodeled with
sheet rock and paneling on the walls.
Sunday school rooms were later
added on the rear of the building.

Hie Midway Baptist parsonage of
brick veneer was built on the church
property in 1972.

In 1975, plans were made to im
prove the church property, and to
build a new church building.

Then in the fall of 1977 the new' 'Joe
Brown Educational Building" with
seven Sunday school rooms and two
restrooms was erected.

In July 1978 the old church building
was torn down and a new sanctuary
and fellowship hall was built and
connected to the educational
building. The first service was held
April 19, 1979.

"Hie church cemetery is located
behind the church biulding. Among
those located there are church
members are Joe! C. Brown and
Keith Ward.
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Order of Service

Homecoming Day—July 22, 1973

Prelude of Organ Music Mrs. W. N. Heidel, Sr.
* Call lo Worship: "The Lord is in His holy temple,

Let all the earth keep silent before Him."
* Hymn No. 352 ."Come, 0 Thou God of Grace"

V  Affirmation of Faith (said in unison as printed):

fFe believe in God the Father, in finite in wisdom, power and love, whose
mercy is overall his works, and whose will is ever directed to his children's
good.
We believe in Jesus Christ, Son of God and Son of man, the gift of the

Father's unfailing grace, the ground of our hope, and the promise of our
deliverance from sin and death.
We believe in the Holy Spirit as the divine presence in our lives, whereby

we are kept in perpetual remembrance of the truth of Christ, and find
strength and help in time of need.
We believe that this faith should manifest itself in the service of love as set

forth in the example of our blessed Lord, to the end that the Kingdom of God
may come upon earth. Amen.

Interlude of Organ Music

Welcome and Recognitions Mr. Harris Swayze

Announcements—Offering— DOXOLOGY

Special Music by Mrs. Sam Fisher
* Psalter No. 555 "O Lord, How Majestic is Thy Name"
* The "Glory be to the Father", No. 794

Prayer and The Lord's Prayer led by Mr. J. L. Casner

* Hymn No. 336 "And Are We Yet Alive"
Presentation of the Speaker Rev. Hobson Toney, Pastor
Scripture Lesson and Sermon Rev. Marshall Burnett, Sr.
* Hymn of Dedication No. 176 "Thou My Everlasting Portion"

*  Benediction

Postlude

(*) The asterisks stand for the Congregation to please stand.

A brief history

of Midway Church

In the Fall of 1828, the Rev. John G. Jones bmiight Methodism to Yazoo County. That
year a circuit was formed called Yazoo Circuit, and for several years the pastors of the
circuit, t»n their way fn>m the neighborh(M>d of Phoenix to the Ebenezer Church and
community in Holmes County, stopped at Manchester (Yazoo City) and preached to a
small group of interested prospective Methodists. In 1836, a church was formed in Yazoo
City with the Rev. A. J. S. Harris as the pastor and that fall a new circuit was h)rmed
called the "Ben ton-Manchester Circuit" with Jeptha Hughes as pastor.

On August 31, 1857, Adamson Waters deeded property for Midway Church to the
trustees of Vazoo Circuit of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South. By later changes, this
land became 16th section land. However, the deed was not recorded until January 8,
1871. The first preacher for Midway teas probably the Rev. Robert W. Lambuth, pastor
in charge at the Yazoo City church, or the Rev. Humphrey Williamson, pastor in charge of
the Yazoo Circuit. The Rev. D. W. Wiggins was the presiding elder.

William L. King and Adamson Waters, started a movement to build a church. Many of
the original organizers'relatives are members of the Midway Church today. Early recclrds
that tell the date of the building of the first church, charter members, etc.. have been
destroyed. However, by word of mouth we km)w that the original building is this Chapel,
and was built in 1858 and 1859. All building materials in the church were made by hand
labor and put in place. The floor had to be replaced once because of termites.

In earlier days, the pulpit ivas in the rear of the church, in reverse drder from today,
with a slave quarter for the colored in the back of the church. The bell in the steeple has
not been used recently.

In February, 1923 when the Rev E. A. King was pastor, the Sunday scIkkjI rooms
directly belnnd tlie church were under construction.

Tlie Chapel was remodeled during the pastorate of the Rev. M. E. Burnett, Sr in
1947.

During the pastorate of the Rev. T. E. I^icholson, three additional Sunday school rooms
tvere added.

Tlie fellowship hall, kitchen, and restrooms were built during the pastorate of the Rev
Marshall Burnett, Jr.

The lovely Parsonage occupied by the present pastor teas built through the efforts of the
Rev. C. C. Clarke.

Two of oiu- senior citizens have served their chiurh faithfully. Mr. L. 0. King has been
a member of Midway Church for seventy-three years, having joined in 1900, under the
pastorate of 0. H. Thompson. Mr. King has been most faithful in serving as Recording
Secretary to the Quarterly Conference for fifty-two years. Mr. C. C. Swayze, age-wise, is
the oldest member of Midway Church, and has been faithful in many capacities and
positions in his church. Mr. Swayze joined the church in 1908 under'the pastorate of
Brother Gray.

The continuing history of Midtvay United .Methodist Church is in the story of the tvork,
hopes and prayers of its people. .\Iidway Church has a glowing history, she has a very
pleasant present, and by the help of Almighty God, she has a very bright future. .May it be
forever so!



150 years of faith
■ Midway United Methodist set to

celebrate 150th anniversary on Sunday
By JAMIE PATTERSON
Herald Reporter

Walking on the grounds of Midway United
Methodist Church is hke stepping back into time.
The gigantic oaks offer shelter and shade amidst

the graves dating back to the 1800s.
The leaves of those trees dance with their shad

ows upon the chui'ch steeple, complete with a bell
that is begging to be rang.
The rural church is alive with history and a

future that can be found in the hearts of her mem
bers.
"There is just something about a small country

church," said John Swayze, church member. "There
is a closeness here."
Midway UMC will celebrate 150 years with its

annual homecoming celebration on Sunday.
The church's history dates back to 1857, when

Adamson Waters deeded property for the church.
The deed still hangs inside the church sanctuary.
'We still have members here today who were

directly related to the Waters," Swayze said. "There
are a lot of connections with the history of the
church and the members we have today."
Swaj^e is also the fifth generation of his own fam

ily to be members of the church.
"I have been here all my life," Swayze said. "I

guess you could say that my family has been here
^ong with the church."
William L. King and Waters started a movement

to build a church shortly after the property was
deeded. Many of the descendants of the original
organizers remain in the church today.
"These small churches were a necessity for the

communities," Swayze said. "People needed a place
of religion at least within a mile or so of their
homes."

The original sanctuary was completed in 1859.
All work was done by hand labor.
The fine details and special touches can still be

seen today inside the sanctuary, which is still used
for worship services.
In fact, the bell in the church's steeple is still used

today; most recently during the Hanging of the
Green service last year.
Throughout the years, Sunday School rooms and

a parsonage was constructed. A kitchen, fellowship
hall and restrooms were also added.

It is as if the church has grown aroxmd a piece of

Photo by Jamie Patterson

John Swayze srts in the sanctuary of Midway
United Methodist Church.The church will cele
brate its 150th anniversary on Sunday.
history with new additions and remodeling proj
ects, which are all centered around the origin^
structure.

Along with construction projects, membership
has also seen some changes.
Swayze said there are about 74 members on the

roll, but about half of that regularly attend church.

See Midway, Page 3
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Yazoo's early churches

Midway Methodist Church is
another of the early churches in
Yazoo County with an' in
teresting history.

On August 31, 1857 Adamson
Waters and his wife, Mary
Belinda Waters, gave four acres
of land to be used as a church

site and cemetery. For over a
century the people of the
community have gathered to
worship in the building that was
erected. Midway at that time

was one of a number of chur

ches composing the Yazoo
Circuit of the Methodist Church

South. Serving as Trustees were
Stephen Luse, Adamson
Waters, William L. King,
Samuel N. Ratcliff, John W.

Purvis, Henry A. Purvis and
Edward W. Cooper.

A certain kinship existed
among most of these families,
either by lineage or marriage,
which perhaps has been an
additional influence on the

church's progress; and in the
faithful cooperation* of the
members. Also, they had come
from the Natchez Country,
where the hardships they had
endured together had fostered a
closeness not known today.
Adamson Waters was born

February 25, 1807 in Maryland,
and* died in Yazoo; County May
23, 1872. His wife was Mary
Belinda Luse, daughter of
Nathan Horton and Rachel
Bradley Luse. They were
married in Adams County

February 29, 1829. Their
children were Hester Ann, John

Midway Methodist church

A., Joseph, William W., Nancy,
Laura, Susan D., Alma and
Charlie. Hester Ann married

Wyatt Smith, John A. married
Mary E. Hoover, Alma married
EUas L. King.
Stephen Luse, born 1806 in

Adams County, came to Yazoo
County about 1834. He was a
brother of Mary B. Luse
Waters.

Stephen Luse married first
Frances Ford, second Sallie
Purvis third Dorcas Hays. He

and Sallie Purvis Luse were the

parents of Lt. Col. William
Henry Luse, born 1^7, who
married Mary Eliza King and

who served with distinction in

the 18th Miss. Infantry of the,
Confederate States Army.
William L. King cartie from

Rutherford County, Tonn. at an
early age. Ke married Miss ̂ in
Spell and they were parent's of
two sons, Elias Ledbetter and
Aaron Lafayette, both of whom
served in the Confederate

Army. Elias-L.-married Miss
Alma Waters, daughter of
Adamson and Mary B. Luse
Waters. They were parents of

eight children: William,
Lucian, Aaron, Kendall, Mary
A. who married Henry Smith,
Anna who married James

Cauer, RIlby and May. Elias L.
followed in his father's foot

steps; also serving as trustee;
as did his son, L. D. King,
-longtime steward and Sunday
school officer at Midway.
Samuel N. Ratcliff, was the

uoit -of James Ratcliff, whose
will dated 4 May 1835 named

-wife'-Nancy, daughters, Mary
M., Matilda Vandersburg, and

Loes Ann Corbin; and sons,
Isaac, Nathan King, James and
Joseph and Samuel N.
John W. P'l'-- *5 9nd Henry A.

Purvis were brothers and came

to Mississippi as young men,
first going to Adams County
where they were prominent in

- the Kingston area. They joined

the migration to Yazoo Cour^^
in the 1830's. Original 1"
Entries indicate-theirexlonaive*

holdings, John W. Purvis being
co-owner with Gabriel Swayze
in a number of instances. The

Purvis and Cooper families
have --been ..lentioned as

founders of the Tranquil church
in an earlier article.

Richard D. Swayze, born in
1810, died December 26, 1093
and is buried in the family
cemetery at Home Place

Plantation. His second wife was

Mrs. Elvira Luse Whitten.
These families, all active in

the Midway Methodist church,

were pioneers in the building of
the county and today their
descendants are contributing to

all phases of Yazoo County life.
By Nina Pepper, Vice

Chairman

Bicentennial Committee

Yazoo Chapter, DAR
Bibliography:
Yazoo County Court Records
Bible & Cemetery. Records
Midway Methodist Chureh-EPA
News, April 1959
Memoirs of Miss.

The Waters Family-Courtesy
Mrs. R. A. Cader
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EPA Group To Oppose Rote Increase; Wise Energy Use Urged
Floyd -Lynk, Manager of Twin

County EPA. and spokesman for
seven Electric Power Associations

which would be affected by a
proposed rafeincrease by Mississippi
Power & Light Company, has an
nounced that the Associations will
oppose the rate hike through every
means available.

Lynk, Chairman of the Electric
Power Association's committee

responsible for negotiating wholesale
power contracts, said the group
would first meet with MP&L officials

to see if some rate reduction could be

effected. "We have been aware for

some time that MP&L was going to
raise its rates to us. We have retained

rate experts and legal counsel to
assist us in protecting the consumers
we serve. If we do not oppose such an
increase we will be negligent in our
responsibility to our consumers."
An MP&L spokesman said the

application for the new rates would
amount to a 27.8 percent increase to
Electric Power Associations, or
$4,199,000 for the year ending June
1975. "We do not agree the amount of
increase will be 27.8 percent," Lynk
said. "We know that it will be more
than 27.8 percent, and some
estimates range as high as 45 per
cent."

Lynk said that unless the rate in
crease were blocked, the increased
charges would have to be passed
along to Electric Power Association
members. He added that the

Associations have consistently op
posed rate increases by wholesale
power suppliers. "The State Public
Servjce ComTcussVorv has no authority
to control wholesale power rates,"
Lynk said. "Therefore, we have no
local agency through which to appeal.
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FAITH OF OUR FATHERS: Built in 1858 on lands donated by Mr. and Mrs.

Adamson Waters, Midway Methodist Church in Yazoo County symbolizes the
Thanhsgiving season in Mississippi. Sixth and seventh generations of some of the
•founding members sUU vsorahip here.

VOTE HOVEMBER 5
Will the wishes of the people of Mississippi be expressed in the

general election November 5 for congressional and judicial posts
... or will indifference be the will of the people?
When you cast your ballot, it may be well to recall that in 1649

ONE VOTE caused Edward I of England to be executed. In 1845
ONE VOTE brought Texas into the Union. In 1868 ONE VOTE
saved President Andrew Johnson from impeachment. Forty
years ago in Southwest Mississippi the lack of ON E VOTE in the
general election caused a veteran county official to lose in a
subsequent special election for his post.
Your ONE VOTE may count much more than you think on

Tuesday, November 5.

If our negotiations are not successful
we will ask the Federal Power
Commission not to approve the rate
liike which would otherwise go into
effect on November 9th and show-up
immediately in our members' bills."
Associations which would be af

fected by the rate increase include
Twin County EPA, Delta EPA,
Coahoma EPA, Magnolia EPA,
Southern Pine EPA, Southwest
Mississippi EPA, and Yazoo Valley
EPA. Some 100,000 EPA member
families would be subject to the rate
hike.

Members Urged To

Use Energy Wisely
Amid many predictions that this

winter will be colder than last, it's a
good idea to save on energy wherever
possible.
Begin by turning down thermostats

to 68 degrees or less, installing ceiling
and wall insulation if needed, in
stalling insulation under floors with a
vapor barrier toward living space,
using weather stripping and caulking
as needed, and. performing any other
needed home winterizing chores.
Frances Fortenberry, housing and

equipment specialist of Cooperative
Extension Service, estimates the
annual average consumption of an
all-electric home in Mississippi at 27
per cent for heating, 24 per cent for
water heating, 15 per cent for air
conditioning (around 6,000 kwh per
year), 7 per cent for cooking, 7 per
cent for refrigeration, and 7 per cent
for lighting.
How you use your electricity can

make a difference in your bill.
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