
Fossil Wood

Contents: Fossil wood from Thompson Creek m
Yazoo County

Location: Vertical Flies at B.S. Ricks Memorial Library

of the Yazoo Library Association 1 310 N. Main
Street, Yazoo City, Mississippi 39194
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Photos by Clay Chandler

lohn Milner values his petrified wood collection as his and nature's work in progress
Tinsley petrified wood collection



ientimental value: priceless
BY CLAY CHANDLER

Herald Reporter

TINSLEY-John Milner
collects rocks. Not just any
rocks, but rocks that used to
be wood.
Now, the objects he pulls

out of Tinsley Creek on his
dad's land is petrified wood
that has taken on the
hardness of your average
rock.
And Milner, who has

worked maintenance at the
Mississippi Department of
Transportation for the last
three years, is putting that
petrified wood to decorative
use.

"It's just a hobby," he said.
He's been collecting the

millions-of-years old fossils for
about 15 years. The past year
or so, he's been constructing a
front yard fountain with
them. He's also donated a '
piece for display in the
Triangle Cultural Center.
"I like the way petrified

wood looks, and I walk the
creeks a lot," Milner said
recently at his father^s house
here, "^en you find it, the
wood look i like tree bark. You
doi't know how big it is until

Examples of some of the
rocks John Milner has
collected through the years.
you st^ digging around it. It
looks Hke regular tree bark."
The fountain decoration

Milner is currently working
on sits in the front yard of his
parents' home. He said there
is still more petrified wood to
collect before it's finished.
There is concrete yet to be
poured.
When the whole thing is

done, ideally, the petrified
wood will sit underwater,
which produces a rainbow of
colors.
Tinsley Creek, part of which

runs on the land of Paul
Milner, John's father, is
stocked with petrified wood.
What John Milner calls

"rock hounds," though, have

depleted its supply.
The trespassing rock

hounds leave the petrified
wood in piles, usually because
their hasty escape makes it
impossible to carry all their
loot with them. AU that
makes it easier for John and
Paul Milner to locate and
pluck the wood firom Tinsley
Creek with their bulldozer.
"I get them with the

bulldozer when I get time,''
said Paul Milner, who is
retired fi:om Southland Oil
Company.
John Milner, who is an

active member of the
Mississippi Gem and Mineral
Society, said he has contacted
several museums, the Yazoo
County Courthouse and
Mississippi State University
and inquired about displaying
some of his findings.
His collection rivals that of

the Mississippi Petrified
Forest in Flora, which is the
only petrified forest in the
Eastern United States.
Some of the stones are more

than 30 million years old.
Logs at the botton of a
rushing river arrived in

See COLLECTION, 12
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Collection:
He'c/ turn down

$100,000
area about that long ago,
became stuck and eventually
turned into stone. Settlers in
the early 1800s first discovered
the hidden treasures.
The stones make nice yard

ornaments, but Milner says he
has no interest in marketing
any of them because they hold
too much sentimental value.
"I don't want to sell it,

because I foimd it. Not any
money in the world could buy
something like that. If a man
offered me a $100,000, I'd tirni
it down."
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In the extreme northeast corner of Mississippi is a hilly region geologists call the
Low Plateaus. Here one can find fossils of marine invertebrates that lived more than 230
million years ago during the Paleozoic Era.

However most of Mississippi lies within the Gulf Coastal Plain. This region is also rich in
fossils of marine animals. But Coastal Plain fossils represent animals that lived during the
Cenozoic Era, which has not yet ended. What about the Mesozoic Era, or Age of
Dinosaurs? Most Mesozoic rocks were long ago eroded, taking evidence of dinosaurs with
them, or lie buried under younger rocks.

Like neighboring Alabama, Mississippi is famous for its prehistoric whales. Far more
common are fossils of Cenozoic marine invertebrates. These include corals, sponges, and
mollusks.

Fossils of animals that lived during the Pleistocene Epoch, or Ice Age, are scattered
across the state. These often consist of scattered bones or teeth of such anin^als as
mastodons and horses. Mastodon teeth are especially common in Mississippi and Alabama
where Ice Age rivers once flowed. During the New Madrid Earthquake—actually a series of
powerful quakes from 1811-1812—a muskox skull popped out of the earth in Mississippi!
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"...AND THE BONES CAME TOGETHER, BONE TO
HIS BONE." Ezekiel 37:7

THE MAKING OF A STATE FOSSIL
Kenneth Carpenter

Academy of Natural Science of Philadelphia
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania

and

David T. Dockery, III
Mississippi Bureau of Geology
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Reconstruction of the state fossil Zygorhiza
kochii (Reichenbach) by Ken Carpenter.
















