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Reeves is
confirmed

■ Yazoo Crty native to serve as U.S, District
judge for the southern district in Mississippi
ByJASONPAITERSGN "Yazoo City prepared
Managing Editor me well for my career,"

Reeves said. "I had many
Yazoo City native fiiendships and experi-

Carlton Reeves has been ences that made me into
confirmed as a U.S. the person I am today."
District judge for the Reeves said many peo-
southem district in pie inspired him in his
Mississippi.
The state's

two Republican
U.S. senators,
Thad Cochran

and Roger
Wicker, both
voted in favor of
Reeves' confir
mation Sunday.
Reeves was

nominated by
President

Reeves

hometown, but his biggest
influence as a
yoimg man was

Yazoo music
teacher Jevonne
McCoy.
"She had a

great impact on
my life," Reeves
s a i d .

She taught us
about hard
work, discipline

dedication. She

V,

Barack Obama in i^ril. and
"Tm very humbled and dememded professional-

honored," Reeves said. ism, and thafs what we
Reeves said he consid- gave her. Mrs. McCoy

ers the appointment par- believed in every student
ticularly special because who came into her dass-
the post was previously room, and she made sure
occupied by a fellow that they believed in
Yazooan, William Henry themselv^."
Barbour Jr. See Reeves, F^ge 5

Reeves (from page 1): State's
delegation voted in favor of Yazooan
Reeves is a partner in the law firm of

Piggott Reeves Johnson PA in Jackson.
He also served as an assistant U.S.
attorney from 1995 to 2001, where he
was chief of the Southern District's civil
division. ^ _
He thanks U.S. Rep. Beimie

Thompson for pushing for his nomina
tion, and Wicker and Cochran for sup
porting him.
"I appredate their support, Rewes

said. "This is proof that bipartisan
action is possible."
Cochran and Wicker both said they

are convinced Reeves is the right man
for the job.
'T congratulate Carlton Reeves on ms

confirmed appointment to the feder^
bench in our state," Cochran said.
trust that his legal experience will serve
him and the people well as he takes on
this important responsibility."
"Carlton Reeves brings a diverse

background of service to the bench for
the Southern District of Mississippi,"
said Wicker. "Qualified, impartial
judges are critical to continuing our
nation's legal traditions."
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Editorial
Cartton Reeves makes

Yazoo proud
Many Yazooans proudly received

the news that Carlton Reeves was

confirmed as a U.S. District judge
for the southern district in

Mississippi.
The Yazoo City native was nomi

nated for the post by President
Barack Obama in April, and the
Senate confirmed the appointment
Sunday with Mississippi U.S. Sen.
Roger Wicker and U.S. Senator Thad Cochran voting in
favor of Reeves' appointment.
Reeves earned the prestigious appointment through

hard work that has brought him success throughout his
career.

He is a partner in the law firm of Piggott Reeves
Johnson PA. in Jackson where he has a reputation for
showing up for work early and staying late. He also
served as an assistant U.S. attorney from 1995-2001.
During his tenure he served as the chief of the Southern
District's civil division. The Jackson State University
and University ofVirginIa Law School graduate has also
served as president of the Magnolia Bar Association.

Reeves' experience makes him an excellent choice
for this appointment. Congratulations Mr. Reeves. You
have made your hometown very proud.

Reeves



MHPtniopers
aim to arrest

DIH offemiers
■ Last year, more

than 150 arrests

made during holiday

ByTherese Apel
tapei@tacK90n.9annett.con1

Mississippi Highway
Safety Patrol's emphasis
this New Year's" holiday,
much like its focus at Christ
mas, will be to stop and
arrest drunken drivers.
"The extra guys were con

centrated mostly on road
blocks," at Christmas time,
said Sgt. James Walker, of
Jacteon's Troop C.
Last year, more than 7,000

citations were issued and 150
DUl arrests were made dur
ing New Year's holiday in
Mississippi. He said there
Nvete two iataiities,'"

This year, "WaJket said, he
expects to see the same kinds
of numbers.

Troopers made 86 DUl
arrests over the Christmas

holiday, which ran from 6
p.m. Dec. 23 to midnight Sun
day.

Staff Sgt. Rusty Boyd of
Troop M in Brookhaven said
for the most part, his district
was safe over Christmas.
"Our DUIs were up by two

from last year," he said. "But

"Our DUIs were up
by two from last
year. But more
importantly, we
didn't have a
fatality."

Staff Sgt. Rusty Boyd
of MHP's Troop M

more importantly, we didn't
have a fatality."
"Anytime you go through a

holiday or any other period
without a fatality, you can call
it a good thing," Boyd said.
There are about 525 troop

ers working in the state's 82
c ou n ti e s,

629 troopers
following the
last trooper
school in

2007.

Public Safe

ty Commis
sioner Steven Simpson said
it's important to keep trooper
numbers up during high-vol
ume times, such as Christmas
and New Year's, because of
the manpower needed to

See TROOPERS, 2B

Simpson

Mayor to revelers:
No holiday gunfire

Reeves takes oatk

■ Shooting into the

air a matter of public

safety, officials warn

By NIcklaus Lovelady
nickiau9.ioveiady@jackBon.9annett.com

Mayor Harvey Johnson Jr.

1

Brian Albert Broom/The Clarion-Ledger

With daughter Chanda and wife Lora at his side, newly chief Judge Louis Guirola Jr. Thursday morning in Jack-
appointed federal Judge Carlton Reeves is sworn in by son. The U.S. Senate approved his nomination Dec. 20.

lli!wll.S.lliartetCBWtliitet
sworn in at Jackson ceremony

Hinds County Sheriff's
Department Lt. Jeffery Scott
said shooting into the air in
highly dense areas is danger
ous because bullets are more
likely to damage property or a
person.

Although it is not illegal to

By Jlmmie E. Gates
jgate9@ciari0niedger.com

Carlton Reeves became

emotional Thursday when
he was sworn in as a U.S. Dis
trict judge in Mississippi.
With a standing-room-

only crowd in the largest
courtroom in the U.S. Dis
trict Courthouse in Jackson,
Reeves took the oath of office
from Southern District of
Mississippi Chief U.S. Dis
trict Judge Louis Guirola Jr.
"This is a great day, this is

a great day," Reeves repeat
ed before the crowd that
included judges — both cur
rent and former — lawyers,
politicians and others shar
ing the special moment for
him and his wife, Lora, and
daughter Chanda.

Brian Albert Broom/The Clarion-Ledger

Supporters applaud Carlton Reeves as he Is sworn in as a
federal district judge Thursday morning in Jackson.

Reeves, 46, said he was decisions I will make,"
just beginning hisjourney on
the federal bench and asked
for prayers.

*1 not like some of the

Reeves said, noting that rul
ings ahead may be difficult.
But Reeves said he is

ready to start his work.

He will have a formal

investiture ceremony at a lat
er date.

President Barack Obama
nominated Reeves in April
to fill a vacancy created by
the retirement of Judge
\^filliam Harbour Jr.

The Senate confirmed
him Dec. 20, making him
only the second black U.S.
District judge in Missis
sippi.
Second District U.S. Rep.

Bennie Thompson, a long
time friend of Reeves who
submitted his name to Oba
ma, was in the audience
Thiu^day.
The state's two Republi

can U.S. senators, Thad
Cochran and Roger Wicker

See JUDGE, 2B



jamie f^tlerson

City proclaims April 15
Carl ton Reeves Day

Ward 4 Alderman Aubry Brent Jr. presents
a proclamation on behalf of the city to
Yazoo native and U.S. District Judge
Carlton Reeves. The city has proclaimed
April 15 to be Carlton Reeves Day.

Quote of the Day

"There is no substitute

for hard work."

Thomas A. Edison
14 7 22 44

c^o( Si



I. M- STATE/METRO-^^ckson Advocate ■ Jackson, Mississippi

prepares to take seat as U.S.
I District judge after unanimous vote
»*V ' .. . ■■ ■ . . . • „ . _

b

Chief

as h'

By Earnest McBride
f^ackson Advocate Contributing Editor

?*''Yazoo City has come into the

^[tional spotlight this past
«^eek after native son—and

^(^vemor—Haley Barbour trig-
»;^ed a rousing debate over his
«^^llic representations of race
»^ations there before school
»^esegreg^ti9n took effect. , .

more realistic perspective
5^ Yazoo City's history may be
»"ij^nd in the experience of
i^ckson Attorney Carlton
►^eves, who, as a student, was
I^e of the first African Ameri-

to desegregate the public
J?3iools in his hometown. And
^liiat early fight for justice set

on a track that he has pur-
!^^d ever since. Congressman
^Ijnnie Thompson, one of his
^in boosters says.
>^s of Sunday evening,
3^eves, now 46, is scheduled to
;SS sworn in early next year as
^^ited States District Judge for

Southern District of Missis-
;%pi.
C^Reeves attended Jackson
Sfete University {Magna cum
^' ide Class of 1986) and then
►j^nt on to the University of
-3^rginia's Law School before
^^ming to his home state. He
•^pent six years as the Assistant
•U. S. Attorney for the Southern
^District of Mississippi after a
two-year clerking stint under
-Mississippi Supreme Court Jus
tice Reuben Anderson (1989-
J991) and five years with the
prestigious Phelps Dunbar law
firm (1991-1995). Since 2001,
he has been a shareholder and
the partner with Pigott Reeves
Johnson law finn.

onlv the second

Judge Carlton Reeves

Cochran and Roger Wicker, live White Citizens
whose praises and votes were
critical in the confirmation
process, since it only the Sen
ate that votes for federal
Judges. It was Thompson, nev
ertheless, who took the initia
tive in bringing Reeves name
up for consideration.

'T was fortunate and very
happy to have been in a posi-
tion to recommend Carlton
Reeves for a vacant judge-
ship, Thompson said from his
Washington office Wednesday
morning. "My knowledge of
him and his legal ability left
no doubt that, properly vetted,
he would be approved. And
the unanimous vote by the
Senate signifies that they
agreed with me. More impor
tantly, as someone who grew
up in Yazoo City and who at-

Couiicil
group. Black people who
signed petitions to integrate the
schools lost their jobs, lost
their homes and in some cases
had to leave the state.

"It was not an easy path for a
young black student like Carl
ton Reeves at that time. And
for him to go on to a presti
gious law school like the Uni-

rought before the U.S. Court.
"You are required to handle any
kind of case that will be filed in
federal court. These cases
might include Constitutional
questions, employment dis
crimination, sexual harassment,
civil rights, bank robbery and
kidnapping."

Reeves points out that if a
case coines before his comt that
is handled by his current law
firm, Jib will have to recuse
himself The recusal require
ment will be in place for a num
ber ofyears, he says. After that,
he will hear all cases, regard
less of the attorneys of the affil
iation lawyers presenting either
side of the case.

■ Reeves' current law partner
and close friend, Cliff Johnson,
is genuinely happy to see the
new judge moving up to the
federal bench.

"His life is about to change
tremendously," said Johnson.
"With him being such an out
spoken advocate, this will be a
big change for him.

Johnson worked under
Reeves as an assistant U.S. At-
tomey and says he is sure that
Reeves will easily adjust to his
new duties.

"Although judges frequentlyversity of Virginia and come
back to practice in Mississbni
iQ a ' ^^'s^^ssippi rcEdef different opmions on the
tion to making changes where
they are most needed. Hope
fully, he will serve as a role
model for other young people

1 ucafion outside judges. Even though they mightthe state who will consider

this accounts for the dissenting
views when they sit on
panel—I don't foresee any rea
conflicts for Carlton with other

have some ideological differcoming back.
I meet people who excel in

the legal field and in the med
ical fields in nearly every city

ences, at the end of the day^
they take very seriously their
responsibility of applying the
law .to the given cases.

Chie

JANS -
King of Gi
pointed Dei
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Mississif
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order sign
pointed Cf
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firm (1991-1995). Since 2001,
he has been a shareholder and

the partner with Pigott Reeves
Johnson law firm.

•» He becomes only the second
Afirican American from Missis-
n  .

sippi to attain such a high judi-

fcial position, and the first from
¥^00 City.
V Sunday's Senate confirma
tion of Reeves as judge of the
aistrict court drew praises "from
all over the country. But one
response just might have re
sounded a little louder than the
others.

I Congressman Bennie
'fhompson, the one who rec-
(Jmmended Reeves to President
©arack Obama fro appoint
ment, was one of the first
fleeted officials to congratulate
jLeeves on his confirmation.
J^Reeves says he is equally
fateful to Senators Thad

Senate signifies that they
agreed with me. More impor
tantly, as someone who grew
up in Yazoo City and who at
tended Jackson State Univer

sity, he would be thoroughly
familiar with a lot of the issues

dealing with equity^ justice; yvs;
and fair play and, as a judge^
would give such issues ample
review.

Regarding the nearly polar
opposite views of Reeves and
Barbour about the Yazoo City
of their yoiith, Thompson said
that Reeves had acquhed a bet
ter sense of purpose in his life
and career as a fighter for jus
tice.

"Gov. Barbour's recollec

tions of Yazoo City in the 1960s
conflicts with the documented

facts," Thompson said. "The
school district had to be sued to
desegregate. There was an ac-

coming back.
"I meet people who excel in

the legal field and in the med
ical fields in nearly every city
in this country. But that does
not help Mississippi. So I'lh
convinced that a young boy

now beb^^^ii^g^^
eral judge can become a p|d; of
the renaissance of highly-

trained African Americans

coming back to the state."
Reeves has had extensive ex

perience as a lawyer in the U.
S. District Court as well as the

U. S. Court.ofAppeals. He also
has some judicial experience,
having served as special master
in the Hinds County Chancery
Court. Most of the cases ruled

on were tied to child support
and paternity issues.
He looks forward to the wide

array of cases that will be

ences, at the end of the day,
they take very seriously their
responsibility of applying the
law to the given cases.
"I've been very encouraged

by the reception Carlton has
gotten from the other judges

It comes' to shar

ing fteir time with him," John
son said. "I think he's going to

have a smooth transition next

year."
Johnson said that there will

be one downside to Reeves

leaving his current practice for
his judge's seat. "Carlton's de
parture is going to leave a huge
void. We've had several

months to redistribute the work

in our office. But the bottom

line is that it's going to hurt.
And everyone left behind is
going to have to pick up the
slack."
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