OTesia Harper. Artist

Contents:

• Photographs of handmade guilts

Note: The last guilt in the file was commissioned by the

Library and is currently on display as of 8/7/19.

Location: Vertical Flies at B.S. Ricks Memorial

Library of the Yazoo Library Association|310
N. Main Street, Yazoo City, Mississippi 39194

O'Tesia("O.T.") Harper
African American Heritage Quilt

O'Teisia Harper was born in 1925 in Yazoo
County, Mississippi. As a ebild she watched
her grandmother quilt. It was not until she
received a quilt as a wedding gift, however,that
she began to quilt herself. 8he has been sewing
since then hut has only pursued quilting fiilltime since she retired in 1988. Harper's work
is inspired by illustrated children's Bibles and
depicts subjects sneh as Adam and Bve and
Noah's ark.
She also portrays patriotie
subjects such as the Statue of Liberty, as well
as themes from popular culture sneh as CocaCola. Her CoearCola quilt hangs on display at
the Sam Olden Yazoo Historical Museum. The

African American Heritage Qnilt was
commissioned by Ricks Memorial Library in
2008.
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ABBY ALDRICH ROCKEFELLER
FOLK ART CENTER
COLONIAL WILLIAMSBURG FOUNDATION
307 SOUTH ENGLAND STREET, P. O. BOX 1776, WILLIAMSBURG, VIRGINIA 23187-1776

October 16, 1996

O'Tesia Harper
326 S. Monroe

Yazoo City, MS

39194

Dear Ms. Harper:

On May 18, 1997, this museum will be opening an exhibition of
selected works of twentieth-century art loaned by local
collectors Ellin and Baron Gordon. The show will remain on view
through November 9, 1997. The Gordon collection includes the
following work made by you, which we would like to consider
including in the exhibit:

O Tesia ("O. T.") Harper (b. 1925 Yazoo County, Mississippi)
Coca Cola Quilt

Yazoo City, Mississippi
1990-1993

Cotton fabrics

74" X 74 1/4"

May we have your approval to exhibit the above artwork? We would

also appreciate your approval to illustrate the piece in our

ex 1 ition catalog and to use your name, along with a photograph
catalog. If this is agreeable to you, please mark

the box at the bottom of this letter, sign your name and the

date, and return one of the enclosed copies of the letter in the

accompanying stamped, self-addressed envelope. The other copy is

for your records. Our deadline for completing the catalog is
close at hand; we must hear from you by November 1!

Please note that final selections for the exhibition have not

been made yet. Because of space limitations, it is possible we
will not be able to include the artwork described above; I am
writing to you for approval in case we can include the piece, as

we hope to do. It is also possible that the above-described
piece will be included in the exhibition but will not be

illustrated in the catalog.

O'Tesia Harper
October 16, 1996

Page 2

Some final object selections may be delayed until just prior to
the show's opening.

Assuming your approval of our exhibition and

catalog requests, feel free to contact me after May 18 if you
would like to know whether your work was included in the exhibit

or illustrated in the catalog.

I can be reached by telephone at

(757) 220-7666.

The exhibition and the exhibition catalog we plan to produce are
for educational purposes, and our museum is part of the Colonial
Williamsburg Foundation, a not-for-profit organization. We
sincerely hope you will make it possible for us to share our

appreciation of your fine work with others by completing and
returning one copy of our form letter. Thank you very much.
Sincerely,

Barbara R. Luck
Curator

[ ] Yes, the Abby Aldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Center may
display the above-described artwork made by me in its galleries;
it may also illustrate the piece in its exhibition catalog; and
it may further use my name and a photograph of me in its
exhibition catalog.

Signed

Date

Enclosures:
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Twentieth-Century Self-Taught Art from the
Collection of Ellin and Baron Gordon
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By
Ellin Gordon

Barbara R. Luck
Tom Patterson

Artists' Biographies Compiled by Laura E. Pass

M

Catalog for an Exhibition Organized by
The AbbyAldrich Rockefeller Folk Art Center

Published by The Colonial Williamsburg Foundation
Willlamsburg, Virginia

In Association with University Press of Mississippi
lackson. MississioDi
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Sources disagree on the place and date of Hamilton's birth; published
statements range in date from 1919 to 1920 and in place from North Caro-

r!^F',

V lina to South Carolina.He and his twelve siblings were raised on a farm.Hamilton

L\ I^K

was always interested in drawing but did not begin to create until the 1980s.
when he was admitted to a Brooklyn health care ^cility. He served in the navy
during World War 1! and afterwards continued to address other men as "Sir."

Later, he often added the title to his signature on his artwork. After the
I

service, Hamilton moved to New York City and worked with a railroad com

pany until the late 1970s,when a stroke forced him into an adult home.

Hamilton was inspired to draw when a hospital worker introduced him to ballpoint pens. In 1989,a

second stroke paralyzed his dominant hand, but he quickly recovered by switching to the other. The sub
jects of his work varied from themes in his environment to farm animals recollected from his childhood to

Imaginative subjects, such as s'emihumans. An unusual aspect of his work is the incorporation of dense

columns of words,letters,and numbers in the backgrounds of some of his compositions.
Sources consulted:

Artists Space. Art's Mouth. New York:Artists Space, 1991.

Hospital Audiences, Inc.(MAI). Outsider ArU'sts of Hospitoi Audiences, Inc.(HAI). New York: Capital Cities/ABC, inc., 1996.
Marks,Elizabeth, and Thomas Kiocke. The HAI Collection of Outsider An, 1980-1990:Selected Works Created by Mentally III Artists

in New York City from the Hospito/Audiences, inc..Art Workshop Program. New York: Hospital Audiences, Inc., 1990.
"Miniatures." Folk Art, XXi,no. 2(Summer 1996), p. 24.

Noyes Museum.Drawing Outside the Unes:Works on Paper by Outsider Artists. Oceanvilie, N.J.: Noyes Museum, 1988.
Rosenak, Chuck,and Jan Rosenak. Contemporary American Folk Art A Colleaor's Guide. New York:Abbeville Press, 1996.

,

O'Tesia ("O.T") Harper
fa. 1925 in Yazoo County, Mississippi
Currently iiving in Yazoo City, Aliss/ss/ppl

As a child. Harper watched her grandmother quilt.

It was not until she received a quilt as a wedding gift.
however, that she began to quilt herself. She has been
sewing since then but has only pursued quilting full-time

since she retired in 1988. Harper's work is inspired by
, illustrated children's Bibles and depicts subjects such as

KF Adam and Eve and Noah's ark.She also portrays patriotic
Hh subjects, such as the Statue of Liberty, as well as them®^
from popular culture,such as Coca-Cola.
Sources consulted:

HH Gordon, Ellin, and Baron Gordon.Artist files.
HIL^v

Harper, OTesia.Telephone conversation with Laura E. Pass. August
1996.
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